


Mission

Believing in the dignity of each person and the value of 

every life, Old Town Christian Ministriesstrives to 

serve those who are hardest to serve: the chronically 

homeless, the mentally-ill, vulnerable youth, and those 

who suffer from substance abuse.



History of OTCM

ÅBegan serving homeless 

of Bellingham in 1980

ÅOperated a Thrift Store: 

1995-2007

ÅPrime contractor for Basic 

Food Stamp Program: 

1999-2005

ÅEmergency motel 

voucher program

ÅAmyôs Place, opened 

December 23, 2006



Homeless Youth

Å Homeless youth are individuals under the age of 18 who lack parental, 

foster, or institutional care.

Å Some youth become homeless with their families, others leave home after 

years of physical and sexual abuse, strained relationships, parental neglect, 

addiction of a family member, or their own chemical addiction.

Å A runaway youth is a person under 18 who is away from home or place of 
legal residence at least one night without the permission of parents, 
guardians, or custodial authorities. A throwaway youth is one who has been 
told or forced to leave or deserted by parents or guardians. 

Å Street youth manage to live for an extended time on the streets, sleeping 
outdoors or in abandoned buildings. Many on the street youth are long-term 
runaway, throwaway, or other homeless youth.

Instead of finding the refuge they seek, once on the street, they are 
further exposed to risks including rape, sexual victimization, 

prostitution and sexual exploitation.



Nationally

Å Up to 2 million runaway and 
homeless youth are living 
unsupervised on the streets, in 
abandoned buildings, in 
shelters, transitional housing, 
with friends, or with strangers

Å One out of every seven youth 
will run away sometime 
between the ages of 10 and 
18. 

Å Every year approximately 5000 
runaways and homeless youth 
die from assault, illness, and 
suicide. 

Å Youth aged 12-17 are at higher 
risk for homelessness than 
adults. 



According to the 2007 Whatcom County 

ñPoint in Timeò Homeless Counté

Å541 persons under 18 years old were counted

Å25% of all homeless persons are less than 10 years old 

Å106 persons counted are 16 to 21 years old

Å158 persons are 16 to 24 years old 

ÅAt least 104 homeless youth (age 13-24) are unaccompanied



Runaway Reports in Whatcom County

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Totals

City of Bellingham 316 260 222 296 348 255 248 1945

City of Blaine X X X 29 34 26 14 103

City of Ferndale 41 62 53 75 37 66 47 381

City of Lynden X X X 10 25 13 3 51

City of Sumas/Nooksack X X X 4 3 3 5 15

Whatcom County Sheriff 194 160 157 131 126 139 115 1022

TOTALS 551 482 432 545 573 502 432 3190

X =  no statistics



Amyôs Place Stats
ÅSince December 23, 2006:

ïWe have been open every Friday & Saturday night 

6:00-11:00pm

ïNearly 200 unduplicated youth have attended

ïOver half have returned at least once

ï30% of these youth have been homeless

ïRange of ages- average: 17

ïYouth from all over the country



Services
Å Outreach

ïDowntown streets, 
distributing bus tickets, 
shower passes, hygiene 
kits, food, & flyers for 
Amyôs Place

Drop-in center: Fri & Sat 6-11pm

ïDinner, clean & sober fun 
activities;  needs 
assessments & referrals, 
community presentations, 
hygiene items, access to 
phone & internet



Assistance

Mentoring

Youth driven


